
In the box below there are a number of arguments.  Some prove that appeasement WAS a 
mistake and some suggest that appeasement WASN’T a mistake. 
 

Create a table with two headings - ‘A mistake’ and ‘Not a mistake’.  
Think carefully - and write each argument in the correct column. 

Using your completed table, answer the questions on the other side of this 
worksheet.  MAKE SURE YOU FULLY EXPLAIN EACH ANSWER! 

Germany deserved a fair deal 

Germany treated too harshly at Versailles, 

so were only being given their rightful land. 

Fear of Communism 

It was felt better to support a strong 

leader of Germany rather than risk 

Communist takeover. 

The British people had to want war 

In 1938, public opinion was against war - so 

the policy of appeasement was sensible. 

Appeasement scared the USSR 

When Britain and France did not stand up to Hitler, 

the USSR became worried about German power - 

and began thinking about deals with Hitler. 

Fear of another war 
People wanted to avoid another terrible 

war and did everything possible. 

Britain needed time 

By giving Hitler what he wanted, Britain had 

more time to build up her armed forces. 
Germany was growing stronger 

Allowed Germany to grow stronger meant 
it would be far more difficult to defeat. 

Hitler was determined to  
conquer Eastern Europe Hitler had made his plans clear - the policy of appeasement was clearly doomed from the start - Hitler just lied. 

It encouraged Hitler 
Giving into Hitler only made him feel he could do what he wanted - without fear of being stopped. 

Munich Agreement was a disaster 
Churchill said Czechoslovakia was sacrificed for 

nothing - Hitler had fooled everyone. 



1 . W h y  mig h t  i t  b e  sa id  th a t  G e r m a ny  d ese rv e d  a  f a ir  d e al? 
2 . W h y  w as givin g  e x t ra  l a n d  to  G e r m a n y  d a n g e rous? 
3 . App e ase m e n t  m e a n t  Bri t a in  a nd  Fra nce  g a v e  Hitl e r  w h a t  h e  

w a n t e d  -  w h y  w as t his a  b a d  id e a? 
4 . W h a t  did  t h e  policy  of a pp e ase m e n t  giv e  Bri t a in  a  ch a nce  to  do? 
5 . Is t h e r e  a n y  e vid e nce  to  su gg est  a pp e ase m e n t  w as a  pop ula r 

id e a  in  1 9 3 8? 
6 . W h a t  did  p e ople  w a n t  to  a void  a noth e r  w a r? 
7 . App e ase m e n t  m e a n t  a  st ron g  G e r m a n  le a d e r  w as su ppor t e d  -  

ho w  did  this b e n e fi t  Bri t a in  a n d  Fra nce? 
8 . With  t h e  policy  of a pp e ase m e n t ,  th e  USSR b eca m e  w orrie d  -  

w h a t  w as th e  result  of  t his? 
9 . W h y  should  t h e  poli t ici a ns of 1 9 38  h a v e  r e alise d  Hitl e r  w ould  not  

k e e p  to  his pro mises a t  t h e  Mu nich  C onfe r e nce? 
 
E x t e nsion  1  
I m a gin e  you  a r e  Prim e  Minist e r  N e ville  C h a m b e rla in .   You  h a v e  j us t  r e turn e d  
fro m  th e  Mu nich  C o nfe r e nce  a n d  a r e  v e r y  ple ase d  wit h  th e  d e a l y ou  h a v e  
m a d e .   Ho w e v e r ,  C h urchill is st ron gly  crit icisin g  you :    

Writ e  a  sp e ech  to  d e fe n d  your  policy  of a pp e ase m e n t .  
(Use  y our t a ble  a n d  a nsw e rs to  h e lp  y o u . )  

 
E x t e nsion  2  
No w ch a n g e  sid es.   I m a gin e  y ou  a r e  Winston  C h urchill -  n u m b e r  on e  crit ic of  
N e ville  C h a m b e rla in .   H a v in g  h e a rd  t h e  sp e ech  d e fe n din g  a pp e ase m e n t :  

Writ e  a  sp e ech  to  a t t ack  a n d  ru bbish  t h e  policy  of a pp e ase m e n t .  
 
E x t e nsion  3  
H a vin g  loo k e d  a t  bo th  sid es,  writ e  a  p a r a gr a p h  e x pla in in g  y our  opinion  of  
a pp e ase m e n t .    

• W as it  a  policy  w hich  m a d e  se nse  in  1 9 3 8  or  
• W as it  a  t e rrible  a n d  pr e dict a ble  m ist a k e?   

F in d  th ese  a nsw ers in  your  t a ble! 
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